Questions & Answers

GENERAL

Q.
What is a Pleasure Craft Licence and why is it required?

A Pleasure Craft Licence is the number placed on the side of each recreational vessel as required under the Small Vessel Regulations of the Canada Shipping Act.  The number is used to assist law enforcement and search and rescue organizations in identifying each individual pleasure craft.
Q.
What kind of information does a Pleasure Craft Licence include, and how is this information used?

The Pleasure Craft Licence number includes basic contact information regarding each pleasure craft.  The number is used by enforcement and search and rescue agencies to identify pleasure craft, enforce pleasure craft regulations, and assist search and rescue organizations in identifying a pleasure craft that may be found adrift or overturned. 

Q. I’ve heard of pleasure craft “licences” and the pleasure craft “operator card”. Are they the same thing?

The Pleasure Craft Operator Card is sometimes referred to as a licence, but the two are NOT the same.  The Pleasure Craft Licence provides for each vessel to have its personal identification number.  The Pleasure Craft Operator Card is a form of proof that pleasure craft operators need to carry to demonstrate their competency to operate a boat. 

Additional information on the Card:

In addition to the Card, which is the most common proof of competency, boaters can also demonstrate competency by having:

1. proof of having successfully completed a boating safety course in Canada prior to April 1, 1999, or

2. a completed rental boat safety checklist for boat renters.

For more information on proof of competency and if it applies to you, call Transport Canada’s Safe Boating line at 1-800-267-6687 or visit http://www.tc.gc.ca/BoatingSafety/providers/menu.htm
Q.
What is the difference between a licence and registration, and which vessels need which document?


LICENCE

A licence provides a number specific to each vessel for use by search and rescue personnel and other agencies to identify this vessel among others.  The licence number has to be displayed on both sides of the bow of the vessel, above the water line; in block characters, not less than 7.5 cm (3 in) high; and in a colour that contrasts with the colour of the bow. 

The licence is mandatory for:

1. all pleasure craft of 15 gross tons or under (12 meters or less) that are equipped with a motor of 10 hp (7.5 kW) or more, including personal watercraft.  These licences are currently issued by the Canada Border Services Agency and will be issued by Service Canada as of April 2006. 

2. all commercial (non-pleasure) vessels of 15 gross tons or under (12 meters or less), such as passenger, cargo, guide boats, fishing vessels, and any other vessels not used exclusively for pleasure. These licences are issued by Transport Canada. 

The Pleasure Craft Licence is free of charge and transferable to any subsequent owner of the vessel.  The licence must be carried on board the vessel at all times.  However, a licence is not a Title Document.  Boat operators must therefore also carry other documents (such as a document that establishes ownership or registration) in order to help avoid/reduce delays clearing US-Canada customs or in case of a fine. 

REGISTRATION

Registration is basically a Title system for the ownership of vessels.  It also establishes the vessel’s net and gross tonnage, an official number and a homeport.  Registration provides certain benefits such as giving a vessel a unique name, and having the right to fly the Canadian flag.  Registration also allows the owner to use the vessel as security for a marine mortgage.

Registration is mandatory for all vessels over 15 gross tons (over 12 metres), including:
1. all pleasure craft over 15 gross tons. Registration is provided by Transport Canada. 
2. all commercial vessels (non-pleasure craft) over 15 gross tons. Registration is provided by Transport Canada. 

Owners of vessels not required by law to be registered may do so, on a voluntary basis. 

There are costs associated with registration, and the registration is good for as long as a person owns the vessel.  Registration documents must be carried on board the vessel at all times, together with any other ownership documents in order to help avoid/reduce delays clearing US-Canada customs or in case of a fine. 

For more information on registration, please visit Transport Canada’s Ship Registration Guide.

