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Sara Anghel, VP Government Relations and Public Affairs

Presentation to NMMA Canada Annual General Meeting 

January 12, 2009
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• 2008 in Review

• Landscape of the New Parliament

• NMMA Canada’s GR Agenda for 2009

• Membership
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• Building and improving relationships with key stakeholders

– Transport Canada
– Environment Canada
– Industry Canada

• Extending outreach to Parliamentarians

• Why? Building a foundation to launch 2009 file-specific initiative

• Poor relations, poor outcomes
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• Senator Spivak’s Bill S-221 

An Act Concerning Personal Watercraft in Navigable Waters
– Long shelf life; reintroduced 6 times; personal cause
– NMMA Canada testified on S-221 before Senate Transport 

Committee – May ’08
– Spivak retires in July; bill to be hopefully “thing of the past”

• Successful merger of Canadian Association with NMMA US 
including overhaul of organizational dues structure

• Troubled relationship with TC (Office of Boating Safety) rebuilt
into positive, co-operative partnership within the last 8 months.
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Political Shifts:

• Traditional Liberal ridings now Conservative

• Conservatives into the mainstream  -
no longer Western-based
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• Regional diversity; cracking “Fortress 
Ontario”

• Women and visible minorities

• Institutionalizes “New” Conservative 
Party; demonstrates its maturity

– Validates Harper merger 

• Outgoing “Class of ‘93”
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Left Right

Crime 
Agenda
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Strengthened National 
Interest Test

Increased fines for 
environmental crimes

Prohibit Bulk Water 
Exports 

Strengthen Regional 
Economic Development; 

Improve Regulatory 
Process 

Cutting Excise Tax on 
Diesel 

Climate Change

Stronger 
Competition laws 

Modernize 
fisheries 

administration
Consumer 
protection 
measures

Open airline 
sector

First time home 
buyers credit 
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Distracted, largely irrelevant in Parliament (however, continued abstention unpalatable); 
focused on upcoming leadership race

Numbers game necessitate their importance; will be making demands of the 
Conservatives 

Impede Conservative growth in Quebec 

Growth in popular vote if not seats
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• Ottawa-area riding (Ottawa West--Nepean)

• former federal Environment Minister and Ontario     
Cabinet minister

• Highly political; very partisan and drives files 
forward

• Focus on the government’s Building Canada Plan 
and advancing the infrastructure spend. 

• Legislative agenda focused on technical matters
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• Represents riding of Calgary Centre--North 

• Former Industry Minister; lawyer by training

• Well-respected, intelligent, practical; expected 
candidate for party leadership

• Environment portfolio a demotion?

No.  One of the most contentious files since forming 
government.
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• Primary focus on the economy (Federal budget – January 27)

• Increasing attention on Canada/US Relationship

• Expecting a more co-operative Parliament, or another election?
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• Ongoing files to monitor with Environment Canada
– US EPA regs in Canada

• Draw Ottawa’s attention to marine issues and the industry 
– Pre-budget consultation NMMA Canada submission

• Continue to foster strong working relationship with Transport 
Canada/Office of Boating Safety
– Monitor legislative changes to Navigable Waters Protection Act

• Leverage opportunities to address new government strategies, 
proposed bills, relationship-building with relevant Parliamentarians and 
Committee Members

• Continue to raise our profile
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