Synopsis of Canadian Compliance Process

Updated July, 2009
This document has been prepared specifically for non-Canadian based boat manufacturers who are shipping product into Canada, but have never gone through the Transport Canada technical evaluation process before.  Please note that changes to the Small Vessel Regulations are proceeding through government processes as we speak. This includes changes to TP1332 which will make the process easier for manufacturers.  
Background and Preparation for Transport Canada (TC) Technical Evaluation

All pleasure craft, whether built in Canada or outside Canada, are required to meet the applicable standards for the specific vessel type or category. The standard can be obtained from the Transport Canada website by visiting the Office of Boating Safety regulation home page at: http://www.tc.gc.ca/BoatingSafety/regs.htm 

The page will look like this:
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Acts & Regulations
Canada Shipping Act

Small Vessel Requlations

« Standard: TP1332 - Construction Standargs for Small Vessels
o List of approved flotation materials (as required by TP1337)





All manufacturers should download the two documents shown above. 
Note: TP1332 is over 100 pages so prior to printing a copy it is best reviewed on-line.

Manufacturers must be aware of the following TC policies:

1. TC will not accept NMMA Certification as equivalent to TC regulations.

2. TC will not accept USCG Compliance as equivalent to TC regulations.

3. NMMA Certification and/or USCG Compliance labels are not recognized as substitutes for Transport Canada labelling.

4. TC will not accept CE Certification as equivalent to TC regulations.

In preparation for TC technical evaluation, manufacturers are recommended to:

1. Clearly identify those sections of the standard which will be applicable and print paper copies from the downloaded PDF file.

2. Identify the appendices that will be applicable and print paper copies. All manufacturers will have to submit a signed copy of the “Statutory Declaration” document with each technical file.

3. Submit a technical file document for each model being shipped into Canada.

4. If required, ensure photographs are submitted at the same time as the other technical information.

5. If applicable, review the floatation foam document and ensure compliance where and as necessary.

Process Suggestions and Comments

1. The “Statutory Declaration” document must be signed by a company director, with Canadian citizenship, who resides in Canada. If you do not have such a person on staff, please ask for our help.

2. It may take upwards of 4 months for TC to review and approve product for the first time.

3. For O/B powered boats, the weight capacity, persons capacity and maximum recommended horse power ratings received may not be identical to those calculated for the U.S. Make certain you request parity none the less.

Caution – It may seem worthwhile and/or practical to ask dealers to sign the “statutory declaration” forms. On the surface, this makes sense, but it might not be possible for a dealer to undertake this risk without a “save harmless” agreement with the boat’s manufacturer.

Other “Need to Know” Facts

Technically, our laws require the labels to be on the boats when they cross the border into Canada. From a practical perspective it is considered acceptable to:

a. Have the labels accompany the boats.

b. Supply the labels, by mail or courier, directly to the dealers for application before the vessel is sold.

Key Transport Canada Contacts
Mr. Victor Santos-Pedro, Director, Design, Equipment and Boating Safety

T: 613.613.991-6003 | email: SANTOSV@tc.gc.ca
Mr. John Murray, Manager, Office of Boating Safety 

T: 613.990.5887 | email: MURRAJO@tc.gc.ca 

Mr. Stephen Leake, Marine Surveyor

T: 613.949.6554 | email: leakes@tc.gc.ca

